THE PROGRAMME OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

THE PROGRAMMES OF CYCLE II

The Second Cycle is concerned with the fundamentals of learning. It begins in senior kindergarten (grande section de maternelle) and continues through grades 1 and 2 (CP and CE1).

The student will acquire the basic languages (French, mathematics and English) and gradually progress towards independence.

The French language and mathematics are emphasized, but also important are artistic expression (using gesture and movement), responsibility and satisfaction in a job well done. 

	
	Hours

	
	CP
	CE1

	Language Acquisition
	8.5
	8

	Social Skills
	.5
	.5

	Mathematics
	5
	5

	Social Studies

	3
	3

	Art
	2.75
	2.5

	Physical Education
	2.5
	2

	English
	3.75
	5

	Total

	26
	26


FRENCH

	Speaking


	Communication, dialogue

Listening to and retelling of fairy-tales and texts in prose and verse

Structuring and enrichment of vocabulary

	Reading
	Systematic reading skills acquisition

At the end of Grade 2 (CE1, the last year of the cycle), the student will be able to read different texts, to understand their meaning, and infer the meaning of unknown words. This learning will be based on works of children’s literature.

	Writing
	Written assignments based on texts studied in class, as well as on class projects.

	Writing Mechanics
	Forming letters:

capitals, cursive writing (kindergarten, grade 1)


capitals, cursive writing and cursive capitals (grade 2)

	Grammar
	Implicit grammar in senior kindergarten and grade 1

Introductory grammar in grade 2:


Identification of subject and verb groups


Recognition of gender and number


Sentence building

	Conjugation
	Acquisition of notions of tense: past, present and future

Study of present indicative, future and simple past (passé-composé) forms of verbs ending in –er, of être (to be) and avoir (to have) and of some irregular verbs (aller, faire, prendre)



MATHEMATICS

	Numeration



	Building numbers :


in senior kindergarten from 0 to 10



in grade 1 from 0 to 100



in grade 2 from 0 to 1000

	Mental Calculation

	Using addition tables

Methods of calculation

	Operations
	Familiarity with different basic operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication)


Introduction to division through situations involving the distribution of objects

Mastering addition skills

	Geometry 
	Reproduction, description and construction of simple two-dimensional forms and some three-dimensional forms


Using graph-paper


Transformation of forms through axial symmetry

	Measures
	Units of length and mass


Comparison of objects using length and mass


Notions of time: date, hour, calendar

Using coins



ENGLISH * 
	Reading
	Systematic and explicit phonics program in Senior Kindergarten

Comprehensive balanced literacy program begins in grade 1

At the end of Grade 2 (CE1, the last year of cycle 2), students will be able to read a variety of texts (e.g. prose, poetry), to demonstrate comprehension, and use various reading strategies to determine the meanings of words and sentences. 

	Writing
	Forming letters in print (Kindergarten and grade 1)

At the end of Grade 2 (CE1, the last year of cycle 2), students will be able to write simple and complex sentences correctly use grade-level conventions of writing. Students will produce a variety of short pieces of writing based on texts studied in class, as well as on class projects.

	Oral Communication
	At the end of Grade 2 (CE1, the last year of cycle 2), students will be able to express ideas clearly and in a coherent sequence, listen and respond to stories and recount personal experiences.  Students will apply the rules of participating in a conversation and working cooperatively with others.

	Canadian Studies
	At the end of Grade 2 (CE1, the last year of cycle 2), students will identify and understand the meaning of symbols of Canada and Ontario


SOCIAL STUDIES

	Space
	Orientation in a familiar space

Introduction to maps, the globe and the main elements of the universe

	Time
	Orientation in time (calendar, months and seasons)

Putting large periods of time in chronological order

	Living World

	The functioning of the human body (the five senses, the skeleton)


Personal care (dental care, nutrition)


Observation of animal and plant life

	Physical World
	Discovery, manufacture, assembly and disassembly of familiar objects

	Social Skills

	Presentation of first-hand experience and acquired knowledge


Participation in discussion


Development of and respect for social rules


ARTS EDUCATION

	Music
	Singing songs 

Listening to musical works

Rhythm and tempo

Music projects

	Fine Arts


	Viewing works of art

Acquisition of artistic techniques

Art projects

Elementary art appreciation


PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	Traditional French games
	Beret game, hot potato ….

	Introduction to group sports
	Basketball, soccer …..

	Individual competitive activities
	Racquet sports, wrestling ….

	Outdoor sports
	Skating …..

	Physical expression
	Dance, gymnastics ….



THE PROGRAMMES OF CYCLE III
The third cycle consists of grade 3 (CE2) and grades 4 and 5 (CM1 and CM2). 

This cycle is characterized by two broad goals:

Reinforcement and consolidation of ideas introduced in the previous cycle;
Expansion of acquired skills and knowledge from the previous cycle and a particular emphasis on developing good work habits.

The student has three years to acquire intellectual skills and develop a love of learning.

	
	Hours

	French
	5.5

	Mathematics
	5

	History-Geography

Civic Education
	3

	Science and Technology
	2

	Art
	3

	Physical Education
	2

	Social Skills
	.5

	English
	5

	

	26


FRENCH

	Literature
	Study of novels each year from which the student will develop a repertoire of works drawn from French  literature and children’s literature.

	Recitation

	Memorization of approximately ten texts each year. This task aims to develop comprehension and diction.

	Grammar
	Recognition and use of various sentence types

Parsing words in simple and complex sentences (nature and function)

	Writing
	Writing assignments based on works read or class projects

	Conjugation
	Simple and composite forms of indicative, conditional and present imperative verbs in French

Introduction to the subjunctive

	Spelling
	Homophones (est-et, a-à…)

Rules of agreement (subject-verb, noun-adjective)

	Vocabulary
	Memorization and use of a precise vocabulary acquired during reading and specific activities

Distinction, from context of different meanings of a word; homonyms, synonyms, antonyms

Use of the dictionary


MATHEMATICS

	Numeration
	Writing, reading, comparison, classifying of

large numbers

decimal numbers

fractions

	Operations
	Acquisition of meaning and use of the following operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication and Euclidean division

Problem solving using these operations

Estimation

Mental calculation

	Proportions
	Study of situations requiring calculation of scale, percentage, speed

Construction and interpretation of diagrams and graphs

	Measures
	Knowledge of units of length, mass, capacity and time

Understanding area and volume 

Conversions

Using mathematical formulas to calculate the perimeter and area of a square, rectangle and a circle 

	Geometry
	Reproduction, description and construction of two-and-three dimensional forms

Transformation of forms using symmetry, translation, enlargement and reduction

Transfer and location on a grid and on a plane



ENGLISH*
	Reading
	Study of novels, short stories, non-fiction and poetry each year from which the student will develop a repertoire of works in English.

Read aloud fluently and with expression.

	Grammar
	Recognition and use of various sentence types.

Identifying words in simple and complex sentences by nature and function.

	Writing
	Write assignments based on works read or class projects.

Produce a variety of written texts.

	Spelling
	Spell familiar words correctly.

Understand and use prefixes, suffixes and derivatives.

	Vocabulary
	Memorization and use of a precise vocabulary acquired during reading and other activities.

Distinction between different meanings of a word through its context (homonyms, synonyms, antonyms).

Use of the dictionary.

	Oral Communication
	Clearly express ideas and opinions.

Apply the rules of participating in a conversation and working with others.

Follow more complex directions.

	Social Studies
	Canadian provinces, territories, regions and capital cities.  

Aboriginal Peoples of Canada.

Explorers and Canadian history.

Canada’s Parliamentary system.

Mapping techniques.

World geography.


	*English as a     Second Language


	Students will develop their listening, speaking, writing and reading skills with additional focus on acquiring key vocabulary, grammatical structures, language conventions and pronunciation patterns. After having acquired the necessary skills, students will be able to join the English as a First Language class.


HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY AND CIVIC EDUCATION

	History
	Knowledge of major historical periods in French history in relation to major events in European and world history

The principle historical facts of each period (prehistory, antiquity, Middle Ages, modern and contemporary periods)

	Geography
	Location of principal countries, of continents, oceans and major geographical areas on maps of different scales using a flat projection or a globe

Identification of the principal landscapes and economic activities of France and Canada

	Civic Education
	Social rules

Study of French institutions

Group discussion of current events


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

	Science
	Observation and analysis of typical phenomenon of animal and plant life

Study of relationships between living creatures and their environment

Introduction to scientific method: hypothesis building, verification through observation or experiment, presentation and interpretation of results

	Technology
	Practical exercise in the technological process: design and construction of a project


ARTS EDUCATION

	Music
	Singing songs

Recognition of musical works

Music projects

Instrumental accompaniment to songs

	Fine Arts
	Projects using a variety of objects, images and materials

Use of various artistic techniques 

Elementary art appreciation


PHYSICAL EDUCATION

	Group sports
	Handball, basketball, soccer ….

	Competitive sports
	Wrestling, judo ….

	Outdoor activities
	Skiing, skating …. 

	Physical expression
	Gymnastics, dance….
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