MATERNELLE : GUIDE FOR PARENTS

1. Introduction to the school 


The L.F.T. belongs to the international network of French lycées.  It is certified by the Ministry of Education of France. The L.F.T. is open to all families interested in an education in French, based on the curriculum defined by the Ministry of Education of France. The Kindergarten (Maternelle) forms an integral part of the French educational system.

As of September 2007, the kindergarten of the L.F.T. is composed of three classes (Early pre-K/pre-K, junior and junior/senior).  Instruction is conducted by teachers with the help of early childhood education assistants.

2.  Timetable

The weekly timetable consists of 26 hours 15 minutes (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)  

Hours:  in the morning from 8:30 to 12:00

            in the afternoon from 1:15 to 3:00

In the morning parents help their children in the cloakroom before accompanying them to the class room where they are received by the teacher starting 8:15. At three o’clock, parents wait for their children at the East gate.

The school is only responsible for children once they have been turned over to the person responsible for dealing with their arrival. Teachers and assistants are therefore not responsible for children who arrive alone and unaccompanied, and who might leave again without being noticed.

Lunchtime and naptime are coordinated with the help of assistants and monitors from 11:30 to 1:15. Naptime starts at about 12:00 for the pre-K class.  

There is a daycare every day from 8:00 to 8:15 in the morning (Free) and 3:00 to 6:00 (paid).   Parents can pick up their children at any time.  They must enroll at the beginning of term.

3. Attendance

Your child is starting kindergarten, and should attend school as regularly as possible in order gradually to become accustomed to the rhythm of school, its discipline, its group environment and its hours.

To be admitted to school, children must be toilet-trained.

The kindergarten programme is considered full-time school and work starts at 8:30. The accompanied child will be received directly into the classroom (access to the building through the main door is only permitted after 8:30).

An accompanied child who arrives late disturbs the class. Past 8:30, parents have to get a late slip at the office of the Vie Scolaire.
4. Organization of the Kindergarten Section

Education in the kindergarten is organized as follows:

· 2 ½ - 3 years: Introduction to the early learning cycle
· 3-4 years:  1st year of the early learning cycle

· 4-5 years:  2nd year of the early learning cycle

· 5-6 years:  1st year of fundamental learning cycle

A typical day

8:15-8:30        staggered reception in classrooms

9:30-9:45        group assembled for routine activities and introduction of workshops

9:45-10:15      workshops

10:15-10:50    snack, washroom break, recess

10:50-11:40    gym

11:40-12:00
  group assembled for workshop results, nursery rhymes, songs, fingerplay, stories...

12:00-1:00      washroom break, lunch, nap or recess

1:00-1:30        rest-time

1:30-1:50        group assembled for introduction of workshops

1:50-2:30        workshops

2:30-2:50
  washroom break then outdoor activities

2:50-3:00        classroom clean-up, musical activities, stories...

At the beginning of each school year, an information session is held in classrooms.  We strongly recommend that parents attend.

5.  Lunch

A hot meal program is available. Parents who do not subscribe have to provide their children’s meals.  The parents provide these every day, as well as snacks (at 10:15, and also at 3:00 for the children enrolled in daycare).  The child’s lunch box and food containers must be labelled with his or her name.  We ask that families not provide frozen dishes.

6.  Absences

Any absence, even a brief one, must be reported and explained.

After a contagious disease, the child may only return to class upon presentation of a medical certificate.

7. Clothing

Families must ensure that children wear practical, durable and season-appropriate clothing.  It is preferable that clothing be labelled. Parents must provide a complete change of clothes, as well as bedding for children who take a nap.

8.  Health – Safety

- Medical certificate
A medical certificate including vaccinations must be supplied at the admission of the child.  All pertinent medical information concerning the child must be communicated to the school.

- Vaccination 

No child will be admitted to the school without an up-to-date vaccination record.

 - Illness

Children who have a fever or are sick must stay at home.  The school reserves the right to refuse a child in the following cases: fever, stomach pains, excessive cold or cough or any worrying symptom.

If a child becomes ill during the day, the parents are informed and must pick up the child as soon as possible.

- Emergencies

In case of an accident or illness, the Lycée Français must be designated as temporary guardian in order to facilitate any necessary medical treatment and/or hospitalisation when it is impossible to reach the parent or designated guardian.  The medical form granting this permission must be signed by a parent or guardian at the time of enrolment.   The Lycée is under no circumstances responsible for any accident incurred and/or illness contracted at the school or on an outing.

- Medication

No medicine will be given to children during the school day except for severe allergies (épipen, ventolin).

- Safety

The staff constantly oversees and ensures the safety of the children.  In case of a serious accident, the person on duty must provide a written report;  this report will be communicated to the parents and a copy kept at the school.

-  Allergies

Every effort is made by the school to provide an environment free of nuts and peanuts: All products made with nuts or peanuts are thus totally forbidden in the school.
-  Smoking policy

Smoking is not allowed on school premises.

- Evacuation

The evacuation exercises must be carried out once a month to familiarize the children with emergency procedures. 

In case of emergency, the premises will be evacuated and the children will be accompanied to the following place of refuge:

Consulate General of France

2 Bloor Street East

Toronto, Ontario

M4W 1A8
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